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One of my Malaysian friends described something that actually happened in

Malaysia during World War II.



One day he heard a terrible cry outside his house. He ran out. A young mother
was crying bitterly because a Japanese soldier had grabbed her little baby girl from
her.

What did that soldier do then? He threw the baby up into the air and ran his
sword through it. The baby died on the spot.
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1. “First English Series II" (=#&%) @ “Lesson 13 War™ DA
— 1 —
“Which nation is the most cruel?”
“The Germans.”
“No. No. The Japanese.”
So went the conversation at the party where I was the only Japanese. The others were all
Southeast Asians — some from Malaysia, some from Singapore.
I was most embarrassed when one of them said that the Japanese were the most cruel.

— 2 —
One of my Malaysian friends described something that apparently happened in Malaysia
during World War IL

One day a friend of his heard a terrible cry outside his house. He ran out. A young
mother was crying bitterly because a Japanese soldier had grabbed her little girl from her.

What did the soldier do then? He threw the baby up into the air and ran his sword
through it. The baby died on the spot.

J— 3 p—
War makes people cruel. So we cannot say one nation is more cruel than another.

You remember Duc-chan and Viet-chan. They were the victims of the Vietnam War.

The American forces scattered poison by helicopter over a large area. As a result a
number of children like Duc-chan and Viet-chan were born. Women who breathed in the
poisoned air gave birth to such unfortunate children.

— 4 —
The son of Mr Luu, one of my Vietnamese friends, is also a victim of US military
operations. His mother breathed in the poisoned air and he was born mentally handicapped.
Now he is 16 years old but he cannot be expected to live an ordinary life.
These stories are sad, but sometimes we have to face uncomfortable things to make our
life better.

2. “First English Series I’ (Z&%) ® “Lesson 13 My Fair Lady” DAL
i 1 .
Eliza Dolittle was a flower girl in London. She was a pretty girl but her English was a bit
different from ‘good English.



She spoke Cockney — a kind of English that is spoken in some parts of London.

— 2 i
She said, “T ain’t done nothing wrong...”, “I don't want no money.” Her pronunciation
was also a bit strange. She said [k » 4 « ] for today, [+ 2 E# )] for hospital, [T.7J 2] for
heaven the like.
One day a gentleman heard her speaking in such English. He was a professor of English
pronunciation. His name was Henry Higgins.

— 3 —
Professor Higgins said to himself, “I wonder if I can change her English into ‘good’
English in six months. If she speaks ‘good’ English, she will become a perfect lady.”
He decided to try and began to give her lessons. She had to repeat “The rain in Spain
stays mainly in the plain” hundreds of times to learn to speak better.

— 4 —
One evening after six months Eliza found that she was able to say correctly, “The rain in
Spain stays mainly in the plain.”
She was so happy that she began to sing:

Bed! Bed! I couldn’t go to bed!
My head’s too light to try to set it down!
Sleep! Sleep! I couldn’t sleep tonight!

Now Eliza became a ‘perfect lady’ who spoke ‘perfect English’ !

3. XL =7 OSSR LREIFA (A - R 2004, p. 1958 D.).

The methods that the Japanese used to punish the Chinese and other people were indeed
very cruel and inhuman. The Japanese did not even spare the new-born Chinese babies. They
used their long sharp swords to cut off the heads of the people they hated. They also used
their bayonets to stab innocent people. Thousands of Chinese men, women and children were
put to the sword. Chinese babies were thrown into the air and stabbed with bayonets. It
seemed as if they wanted to Kkill all the Chinese people in this country. Hundreds of them
were put in wooden houses and burnt alive. Those who rushed out of the burning houses
were shot dead or beheaded.

(JAPANESE SOLDIERS IN OUR COUNTRY by Sumita Nandy, Buku Must sdn.Bhd., 1986)





