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The Opponents of Paul in 2 Cor.10-13

Kota Yamada

1. The Beginning

The opponents of Paul in 2 Cor.10-13 is different from
those in 2 Cor.1-9 as seen from the fact that they were the
intruders into Corinth (11:4) in 2 Cor.10-13, which is different
from the one “who had done the wrong” (7:14) in 2 Cor.1-9.

2. Historical Retrospect
The problem of Paul’s opponents in 2 Cor.10-13 has been
discussed since the days of F.C.Baur and they are divided into
the following five categories:
(1) the Judaizers (F.C.Baur, C.K.Barrett, J.Gunther &
G.Liidemann),
(2) the Gnostics (W.Bousett, Liitgert, A.Schlatter, R.Reizenstein,
R.Bultmann & W.Schmithals),
(3) the divine man in the Hellenistic and Roman periods
(D.Georgi & G.Friedrich),
(4) the pneumatics sent from Jerusalem (E.Kasemann),
(5) the hybrists (M.P.Marshall).

3. Methodological Implications

Methodology of J.L.Sumney to avoid anachronism is
right, but that to avoid parallels in the other Pauline letters is
too narrow, and his classification of expressions is too much
mechanical. His discussion also lacks the rhetorical perspectives.

4. Analysis of Paul' s Opponents in 2 Cor.10-13

The opponents of Paul is analysed in detail in the following
rhetorical structure.

(1) Exordium (10:1-11)
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(2) Propositio (10:12-18)
(3) Narratio (11:1-15)

(4) Probatio (11:16-12:10)
(5) Refutatio (12:11-21)
(6) Peroratio (13:1-10)

5. The Thought and Activities of Paul' s Opponents in 2 Cor.10-13

Paul’ s opponents in 2 Cor.10-13 stress their spirituality
that they walk according to the Spirit while Paul walks according
to the flesh (10:2). They think that their spirituality is shown
in their ability to make good speeches (10:10, 11:5-6), to see
visions and revelations (12:1-2) and to do the signs, wonders
and mighty deeds (12:12).

On the other hand, they are proud of their own Jewish
background of being Hebrews, Israelites, and the seed of Abraham
(11:23). They come to Corinth from outside (11:4).

They call themselves as the apostles of Jesus, the workers
(11:13), and the ministers of Christ (11:23), and they preach
another Jesus, different spirit and different gospel (11:4).

They critisizes both Paul’ s self-sufficiency and his collection
for the poor in Jerusalem (11:7-11, 12:15-18).

6. Concluding Remarks

The opponents of Paul in 2 Cor.10-13 develop their
“theology of power” while Paul expresses his own “theology of
weakness”. First, they are close to the Gnostics or the spiritual
enthusiasts in 1 Cor. when they stress their spirituality. But
the elements of speeches, miracles, and visions are new and not
seen in 1 Cor. as the evidences of the Spirit.

Second, the facts that they are proud of being Hebrews,
Israelites, and the seed of Abraham, they are intruders into
Corinth, and they are compared with the super-apostles, reveal
that they are Jewish Christians from Palestine. But it does not
indicate that they are the Judaizers, nor that the they are the
Hellenistic divine men.
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Third, their spirituality and their connection with Palestine
indicate that they are the Jewish Christian pneumatics from
Palestine, but it is not evident from the text that they are sent
from Jerusalem. It is also apparent that they are hybrists from
the text.



