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The Relation between 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13
in Terms of Epistolary Theory and Rhetoric

Kota Yamada

1. Historical Retrospect of the Relation between 2 Cor. 1-9 and
10-13

The relation between 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13 has been
discussed and classified into the following three: (1) Semler—
Windish theory : 2 Cor. 1-9 and 10-13 are different letters and
written in this order, (2) Hausrath-Kennedy theory: 2 Cor. 1-9
and 10-13 are different letters and written in reverse order
(Weiss—Bultmann theory and Schmithals-Bornkammtheory are
developments of this type), (3) Zahn-Kiimmel theory: 2 Cor.1-9
and 10-13 are the same one letter.

The point of discussion between the majority partition
theories is whether the so—called “painful letter” (2:3,4) is
identical with 2 Cor.10-13 [(2)], or not [(1)]; while that
between the majority partition theories and the minority unity
theory is whether the central theme of 2 Cor. is treated in the
same way in 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13 [(3)] or not [(1) and (2)].

2. The Relation between 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13 in Terms of
Epistolary Theory

“The painful letter” is analysed as “a letter of accusing”
(kazpropixés) by Ps.Demetrius from the situations before its
composition (1:23-2:4) and after its reception (2:5-9, 7:5-8,
12-14), and particularly from the Corinthians’ responce to it
(7:9-11).

But 2 Cor.10-13 is already analysed as “a letter of apology”
(&modoyyrexés) elsewhere (K.Yamada, “Epistolary and Rhetorical
Analyses of 2 Cor.10-13,” in Pedilavium, vol.50 [1999]). Thus,
2 Cor. 10-13 is not identical with “the painful letter” in terms
of epistolary theory.
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3. The Relation between 2 Cor. 1-9 and 10-13 in Terms of
Rhetoric

The central theme of 2 Cor. is “boasting”, with its
equivalent expression “recommend oneself/oneselves”, as is
evident not only from its numerous usages in 2 Cor. and from
the key words in the rhetorical “propositio” in 2 Cor. 1-9
(1:12-14) and 10-13 (10:12-18).

But Paul’s stance to deal with the central theme is
different between in 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13: positively treated in 2
Cor.1-9, but negatively and with strong irony in 2 Cor.10-13.
Thus, 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13 are not identical letters, written in
different situations, in terms of rhetoric. This implies that Paul
defended himself positively with “self-praise” (zepravroioyfa) in 2
Cor.1-9, but he changed his strategy of his boasting negatively
with strong irony in 2 Cor.10-13 as he faced severe criticism
against him between 2 Cor.1-9 and 10-13.



