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MOUNTAIN DOVES
Preface

Kiiko, whose family name was formerly Takahashi, came to my house
when she was twenty years old. Much later she became my adopted
daughter. Managing the household of a poor scholar and doing the cooking
and other family chores by herself were quite difficult tasks, but somehow
she endured for fourteen years. Everyone who frequented my house during
those many years recognized how much her support enabled me to
concentrate on my studies. Her health was delicate from the very first, yet
during those many times when I myself was seriously ill, she tended me
until she succumbed at last to fatigue. This spring she lay ill in bed. All of a
sudden one night, my house was destroyed by fire in an air raid and we
barely escaped death. Together we fled back to Echigo (now Niigata
Prefecture) where we found shelter in Nishijo Village (now Tainai City) with
the Tango family. Yet it was not long before Kiiko's illness advanced
unimpeded, so I left the Tango home and with Kiiko moved into the
Kannondd Temple at the edge of the village. It was at this temple that one of
the Tango ancestors became a bonze and spent the remaining years of his
life. Though it still retained traces of the tasteful and refined structure that it
had been at the time of its construction, after generations of neglect, its
windows were blocked by overgrown bushes and weeds, with pale
tombstones visible in the shadows of the oppressive trees and plants
surrounding it. While it may have looked quite desolate, we moved here in
order to appreciate the tranquility of nature and to isolate ourselves from
human affairs.

With Japan in a state of turmoil, I couldn't ask anyone to support me,
and with food and medicine in short supply, I did all that I could in my
inadequate and clumsy way to nurse Kiiko and even to cook for her. But at
long last, in the full light of day on the tenth of July, she slept her final sleep.

Kiiko usually liked the arts and sciences, but she hated injustice and
impurity. Even at the very last stages of her life, she persisted and never lost
her clear and pure vision. During this crucial period, transportation facilities
were so unreliable that few of Kiiko's relatives and acquaintances could
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come to her bedside to show their sympathy. I alone remained by her
deathbed, and when [ thought of the ultimate loneliness in her innermost
heart, I couldn't prevent my tears from falling frequently.

Finally with the help of neighbors, we carried Kiiko's lifeless body to the
outdoor crematorium where it was reduced to ashes. The following morning
I went alone to the site, gathered her bones, and returned. Since the priest of
the village temple had been called to military service, I had no other
recourse than to ask a fledgling nun from a nearby village to come to
perform the funeral service. She couldn't have been a little more than ten
years old. She barely recited one chapter from the Shushogi, spelling out
each word, and then left at once.

Thereupon I selected Kiiko's posthumous Buddhist name and conferred it
on her: Sogetsureikoshinnyo. My family graveyard is in Zuikdji Temple on
Nishibori Street, Niigata City, but the city is now in a state of tumult and
fearful that at any moment it will be bombed. I will wait for some future
time when peace is restored, then carry Kiiko's ashes and place them in my
family's tomb. Already I am aging, and the conclusion of the war is as yet
unknown. All I can do now is set down this preface to my series of fanka.

August 10, Showa 20 (1945)

1 How faint your voice,
When you said, "It hurts so much this moming,"
And to these words,
Not a single response could I give.

2 In the stillness of this temple,
Echoing with the calls of mountain doves;
Are you so soon about to pass away
As if falling to asleep?
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3

In this unfamiliar village

Where no acquaintances of yours dwell,

How many days ill in bed

Have you heard these calls of mountain doves?

4 "For a while," I said, "rest quietly" —
Oh, how can that this sleep
Were an enternal one,
Everlasting.

To alleviate your illness

Didn't I take you to your native province,
Where the bracing winds blow

Through the rice paddies?

6 I clasp your hand,
Made gaunt by illness,
I can't forget how we fled our burning house
During that wartime fire bombing!

You spent your days

Waiting on me, serving me,

I who shut myself up studying in my house —
Your life was steeped in sadness!
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8 How lonely it was to reside
In my house
During your youthful days,
Where the light of the real was so scant!

You well protected this me,
who was so proud

As if no one else existed

In the world!

10 How often when I was ill in bed
Did you look after me with care —
Had you not been with me,
No longer would I have been in this world.

This invalid me

You tended with care;

And still, your limited energy in your delicate frame,
All exhauste and used up.

12 My tears cannot help but fall,
When I think of
The brief, brief life of yours
You devoted to me.
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13 How all of them feared me,
Spoke out of deference to me,
And yet how candid your words to me,
How refreshing, how stirring!

14 In the way you drew water from a well
And served even a single cup of tea,
Your entire spirit, entire mind,

Was given to the task.

15 Had you been born a male,
You might have devoted
All your energies
To carving out a path only for yourself.

16 Someday when the young people
Who knew you
Gather round me;
It will be of you they speak.

17 When these young people
Who so often came to my house
Surely pass on to greater things,
Let your soul observe them.
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18 Mountain doves still come and sing
All day long;
Even though the one who fell asleep hearing them
Is no longer in this world.

Even at the distant end

Of fields in the other-world

Where there is no light,

You can hear the songs of these mountain doves.

20 As you travel alone
In that dark world beyond death,
I trust you will say that you were a comrade of mine,
If a guardian of the other-world asks.

In my grief I left the temple,

And by chance under its eaves

Thick with foliage

I found the red blooms of the pomegranate.
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Kannondo Temple

1 Spreading sheets of paper
On the wooden floor of Kannondo temple —
I do it alone now frying to dry the mould
Off the udon noodles.

2  Absorbed in writing
Beside the udon noodles
Drying in rows on the temple floor,
And yet how the sunlight shifts to shadow upon them.

3 1godown and squat on a stone
Before the stream by the temple gate,
I scrape soot from the bottom of a pan
With the day crawling to its close.

4  Should you look down from somewhere in heaven,
How you would grieve to see
Clumsy hands cooking for myself
These days in the kitchen.

5  Under these eaves where overgrown weeds
Stand at a remarkable height
And begin to flower —
Here now I am living now alone.
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6 The garden has been neglected,
The green stems of the yamabuki rose plants
Spreading tall like overgrown branches,
White lespedeza flowering above tangled vines.

7 Already the autumn lespedeza
Are blooming white,
Although the one who planted them
Has long been gone from this world.

8 Late in autumn,
From the hives in the temple eaves,
A circle of bees is seen
Beating their wings against the thatch.

9 Who wasiit
That came in secretly late at night
To strike the altar bell
At a time when even the Buddha himself lies dreaming?

10 This sadness I feel
When behind the temple
And beneath the trees thick with leaves —
I see the sun's rays scattering over the wild weeds.
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Gakki (Principles for Study) 231
1 Love life profoundly.
2 Know yourself and reflect on that.
3 Cultivate your character by studying the arts and sciences.

4 Each day immerse yourself in new aspects of life.
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